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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

First Sunday of Advent 
Preacher 

The Reverend David Warner 

Locum Rector 
Readings:  Jeremiah 33.14-16; Psalm 25.1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13;  Luke 21.25-38 

 
The second coming 

 
The second coming is not a stand alone topic but part of a much larger one called eschatology:  Greek 
eschatos means 'last' and logos means 'subject' and so, eschatology includes ...  
 
the resurrection, 
the state of the dead, 
the judgment, 
the kingdom of God, 
millennialism, 
hell, the second coming and eternal life. 
 
So, then, eschatology is about God and redemption. The human eye cannot see Him and He cannot be 
known in a physical sense but He wants us to know Him and love Him as the Father of creation and 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who is known, as Psalm 136 repeats 13 times that His 
"steadfast love endues forever". 
 
The Hebrew 'chesed' means exactly that ... his steadfast love endures forever  ... His favour, goodness 
and mercy, all "endure forever". 
 
"Chesed" is used so many times in the OT, most concordances don't bother to count them but put the 
word 'frequent' where instead of a number. 
 
God's "steadfast love endures forever" is incredible and amazing when contrasted with humanity. 
David wrote in psalm 8,  "I often think of the heavens your hands have made, and of the moon and 
stars you put in place. Then I ask, 'Why do you care about us humans? Why are you concerned for 
us mortals?'"  
 
Caring about us mortals He is ... "God so loved the world" (Gk means 'agonised')... and so, He not only 
reveals himself by means of inspired men such as the prophets, apostles and gospel writers etc, He also 
reveals himself through the events of redemptive history - technically called 'heilgeschichte' - God's 
salvation history. 
 
From the time sin entered the world and until sometime in the future, God is redeeming the world to 
fulfil the words of revelation chapter 21, "I saw a new heaven and a new earth.  
The first heaven and the first earth had disappeared ... He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and 
there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain. These things of the past are gone forever. 
Then the one sitting on the throne said: 'I am making everything new."  
 
Properly read, the history books are full of God's acts of redemption - biblical history tells it best and it 
is highlighted and underscored in the advent and life of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord who changed 
history forever (BC to AD), ... AND, the great consummation of his steadfast love and redeeming 
work is when Christ returns and creates a new heaven and a new earth. 
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From history, the British and Americans believed that during the summer of 1940 a German 
invasion of Britain was imminent. 

Hitler gave the order to invade on 16th July 1940 and the Germans studied the forthcoming high 
tides in August (5-9), September (2-7) and October (1-6) as likely dates. 

Sir Alan Brooke, Commander of the British Home Forces wrote daily notes in his diary, dreading 
the invasion - 

 "I have very little to defend us - few men, few guns and little ammunition ... I feel I have the weight 
of the world on my shoulders ... we must look to God to help us ... Lord have mercy." 

Incredibly, on 17 September 1940 Hitler ordered Reichsmarschall Hermann Göring and Field 
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt to postpone the invasion. 

After hearing the good news, Sir Alan Brooke wrote in his diary, " ... Britain has been saved from 
a crushing defeat ... thanks be to God."  

During these very fearful days, thousands of British civilians were camped in the underground rail 
network - many, praying to God for mercy. 
 
Throughout the events of human history, God is active in his work of redemption, and, since He is the 
Lord of history, the ultimate consummation will be the redemption of history itself - all the history 
books will be closed and the Lamb's book of life will be opened - will your name be there! 
 
This is what Jesus is talking about when he said,  
"Strange things will happen to the sun, moon, and stars. The nations on earth will be afraid of the 
roaring sea and tides, and they won't know what to do. People will be so frightened that they will 
faint because of what is happening to the world. Every power in the sky will be shaken.  Then the 
Son of Man will be seen, coming in a cloud with great power and glory." 
 
Generally speaking, science in the form of astro-physics generally agree with these words - sometime 
in the future the sun will burn up all its hydrogen and the solar system will disappear ... but not for a 
while as the sun has 4.5 billion years of hydrogen left! 
 
Christians believe it will be much sooner ... at the end of the gospel age, as Matthew in particular, 
writes (28.18) "Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples. Baptize them in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  and teach them to do everything I have told you. I 
will be with you always, even until the end of the world." 
 
While scientists look at the cosmos, christians and others, notice we have 25,000 nuclear weapons 
around the globe which could destroy the earth many times over -  est. 27 times. 
 
The Union of Concerned Scientists in Washington DC say, just 3 modern nuclear warheads have a 
destructive power greater than the sum of all conventional munitions used in the Second World War. 
 
So, probably not the sun will cause the solar system to dissolve but what happens on earth - especially 
the instability of some nations who have nuclear capability today. 
 
Of the three synoptic gospel writers, only Matthew says the disciples asked Jesus about his "coming 
again and the close of the age" - Matthew wrote his gospel after the fall of Jerusalem in AD70 - so he 
knew that event was not the end of the world!  
 
Mark and Luke who wrote their gospels before the fall of Jerusalem and both record that the disciples 
only asked Jesus about the destruction of the Temple and Jesus, in his answer then takes into the 
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ultimate. 
 
I only point this out to highlight the possibility the disciples may have thought the coming destruction 
of Jerusalem would be the end of the world and the return of Christ. 
 
However, as we now know, what Jesus said, describes the two events in a similar fashion:  
the lesser for the fall of Jerusalem in AD70 and, the greater for the end of the world, sometime in the 
future. 
 
On face value, the only difference in these two events, apart from the timing, will be the level of 
tribulation and destruction.  AD70 was horrendous - the Romans crucified so many people they ran out 
of trees to cut down for crosses and the blood of those killed with swords ran ankle deep down the 
street. 
 
In the ultimate event, Jesus speaks of such tribulation "as never before and never again" as therefore, 
He will "shorten the days", otherwise no human being would be saved - for the "sake of the elect" he 
shortens the days. 
In the OT, wherever it refers to the coming "Day of the Lord" it means it will be a day both of 
vengeance and redemption: 
- vengeance upon the pagan oppressors 
- redemption for the oppressed of God. 
 
As our world has become increasingly more secular and Christian morals and values pushed aside, 
there is now more persecution of Christians than ever before in history - more than from the brutality 
of Rome. 
 
Unfortunately, this can only escalate as the world turns more towards political correctness, 
licentiousness and secular values and 'the gates of hell' shall be unleashed upon christians and righteous 
people the world over but the redeeming hand of the Lord shall 'shorten the days' and bring vengeance 
upon the oppressors. 
 
When will this happen? When will the second coming happen? Despite the Lord saying (Matt 24.36) 
that no one knows the hour or the day of his return to earth, except the Father, throughout history, there 
have been at least 242 "believable" predictions. 
 
A few examples: as early as AD50 it was predicted. The christians at Thessalonica panicked in AD53 
because they thought they had missed the rapture as it had been 'reliably' predicted to have happened in 
AD50. 
 
In AD400 Hippolytus calculated that 5,500 years had passed between Adam and Christ and so Christ 
would return anytime soon. 
 
In AD500 a Roman Priest predicted Christ's return was imminent based on the dimensions of Noah's 
Ark. 
 
The year AD1000 goes down as one of the most hysterical times in history due to the credible 
prediction that this would mark the coming of Christ and then the unleashing of Satan onto the world 
for the next 1,000 years - millennialism. 
 
In the next 500 years, close to 40 more credible predictions affected the world in one way or another. 
 
A major upheaval happened in 1533 when the Anabapists predicted the return of Christ at 8am on 
October 19, the date and time of the new millenium based on a current calendar. 
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For the next 133 years, more predictions came and went and no second coming. 
 
In 1666, with the bubonic plague and the Great Fire of London (100,000 deaths) Britons were fully 
convinced of Christ's imminent return - with these great tragedies and it was 1000 years since Christ 
PLUS the Devil's number was 666! 
 
In 1836, Charles Wesley re-ignited it by a fanciful interpretation of Revelation 12.14 "time, times and 
half a time" to equal a day in October 1836. 
 
And so it goes on and on: Jehovah's Witnesses, Moses David, Bill Maupin, Bhagran Shree Rajneesh, 
David Koresh, Hal Lindsay, Harold Campling and John Hinkle, raking in $m's with their second 
coming predictions. 
 
All wrong - everyone of them - it is going to happen and you can be sure and certain, God is active in 
history, revealing Himself and redeeming the world and all the righteousness that is in it: 
 
As Jesus said to the disciples, (v33)  "The sky and the earth won't last forever, but my words will. 
That day will surprise everyone on earth. (v36)  Watch out and keep praying that you can escape all 
that is going to happen and that the Son of Man will be pleased with you."  
 
As the last verses of the bible says, "He who testifies to these things says, 'Surely, I am coming soon' to 
which the response is, 'Amen. even so, Lord Jesus Christ, come'.  

_____________________________ 


